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trong, dynamic women have always 
been the backbone of the Grand Hotel 
Tremezzo, the legendary belle epoque 
palace on Lake Como founded by Maria 
Gandola and her husband Enea in 1910. 
The latest custodian is Valentina De 
Santis, who grew up at the hotel under 
the watchful eye of her grandmother 
Maria Mallone, “a very strong person-

ality … who lit up the rooms and marked the life of our 
palace.” Today, De Santis and her mother, Antonella 
Mallone — whose exquisite taste is evident in the ho-
tel’s interior design — ensure this landmark remains 
a beacon for hospitality in Italy’s lakes region. “We 
strongly believe that the Grand Hotel Tremezzo has a 
female personality,” De Santis says. “Everybody knows 

ABOVE: Italy’s Grand Hotel 
Tremezzo shines as a beacon of 
hospitality in the lakes region.
OPPOSITE PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP LEFT: the views from the 

hotel spa; Grand Hotel 
Tremezzo in 1910; the opulent 

lobby of the hotel today
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the hotel as the ‘Grande Dame of Lake Como.’ And you 
can feel this in every corner of the hotel, especially the 
four historic suites, each dedicated to great ladies who 
have marked the history of our Palace.”

The chiff on-lemon landmark is located in Tremezzo, a 
tiny village on the eastern shore of the lake just before it 
branches in two. From the outside, all is classic  European 
fin de siècle elegance: the ivy-covered entrance; the 
liveried doormen who literally stop traffi  c for guests 
crossing the road; the Juliet balconies and lacy ironwork. 
Look back over your shoulder, though, and the hotel’s 
champagne bar and swimming pool off er a startlingly 
surreal modern touch: an impossibly blue rectangle 
of water that seems to fl oat on the deeper green of the 
lake, the village of Bellagio shimmering like a mirage in 
the background.
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GR A N D  HOT EL  T R EM EZ ZO

 Inspiring women are the spirit behind this storied Lake Como hideaway

050-052_CL_BB&L_Nov16.indd   51050-052_CL_BB&L_Nov16.indd   51 07/10/2016   16:3207/10/2016   16:32


