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Soak it all in:
GoldenEye resort’s
lan Fleming villa
on-Jamaica.



(HAIR. MAKEUP, AND GROOMING) DOUGLAS FULLER ATKINSGN

My Kind of Place

Every year, Italy ranks among the Travel Dreams Survey's top three dream destinations.
We asked boutigue hotel owners in Umbria, Lake Como, and the Dolomites — whose family
histories in their areas date back generations — about what earns their regions perennial props.
INTERVIEWED BY JUSTIN PAUL

. Hugo
Pizzinini
Owner and general
manager, Hotel Rosa
Alpina - San Cassiano,
Trentino-Alto Adige

I

This third-generation
hotel owner doesn't just
work at Rosa Alpina —
he lives there with his
wife and three kids.

\ Valentina
Federico De Sanlis
Bianconi Owner and

CEO, Grand Hotel
Tremezzo - Lake Como

——

Born and raised on
Lake Como, Valentina
and her family love
areason to throw
parties at the hotel -
this July, the reason
is the property’s
105th birthday.

Owner, Palazzo
Seneca - Norcia, Umbria
I

The Bianconi family
has overseen this
palace-cum-hotel

since 1850, Federico
suggests visiting the
region in February
(for truffles) and
during June's
wildflower season.
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HOTEL ROSAALPINA
Hugo Piz=zinini

Il took me years of
traveling to realize this,
but youwon't find mountains
anywhere else like we have in
the Val Badia. The Dolomites
are not like the rest of the
Alps - the rock composition
goes from white to pink to red.
It’s like you're walking around
inafairytale, and the peaks
are craggy but feel gentler.

The rest of Haly envies
our location, language, and
efficiency. Here in the north it’s
cleaner and safer, and we have
lots of flowers on balconies.
We speak our own language,
Ladin, a 2,000-year-old
version of Latin spoken by
about 20,000 people in the
whole world.

VIRTUOSO LIFE | virtuoso.com

The first place I take
visiling friends in the
Summer is up toour
mountain cabin at 6,500
feet. If they're fit, we hike.
If they’re lazy hikers, I take
them by cable car.

. and during the ski
season, I take them (o

my longtime friend Markus
Valentini’s mountain hut, Utia
de Bioch, at about 6,800 feet.
It’s a tactical rest stop: If the
lifts close on us (because the
wine is too good to leave), we
can ski directly to my village.

When I'm not al the hotel,
[ get my morning cappuccino
at the village bakery, Ploner,
to hear the town news.

San Cassiano has just 750
residents - if my neighbor
has the flu, I'll know by the
time I'm finished.

For a greal

sonvenir,
skip the fake
edelweiss and
bringbacka
bottle of local
wine from our
shop or from
Delizius, a
greatdeliright
next to the
church.

* Summer at Hotel Rosa‘Alpina.

Most peaple don’l know
this about the Alfta Badia
region, but Tolkien drew
inspiration for The Lord of the
Rings from Cinque Torri, about
15 minutes from Rosa Alpina.

If you're here lo propose,
I recommend anight at our
mountain cabin. There’s no
electricity or hot water - it’s too
romantic a spot to say no in.

No stay at Holel Rosa
Alpina is complele
withoul dinner at our restau-
rant, St. Hubertus. Meet the
chefs in the kitchen and sip
spumante while chatting with
the dishwasher.

My favorite way lo end
the day in the valley is

on our Wine Bar & Grill’s
terrace, watching the mountain
turn red during a magnificent
sunset we call enrosadira in
our language.

GRAND HOTEL TREMEZZO
Valentina De Santis

Most llalians envy Lake
Como’s fame. From Greta
Garbo to George Clooney, my
beautiful lake has always been

on the map for Hollywood stars -
and others too.

It took me years of
traveling lo realize lhis,
but you won’t find pools like
we have floating on lakes
anywhere else. They’re the
best possible place to enjoy
the lake itself.

The first place I lake
visiling friends is Villadel
Balbianello, the most elegant of
all the lake villas. It’s famous,
butbeing quite difficult to
reach, it’s often overlooked by
visitors and is never crowded.

If I'm not al the hotel,
Irelax witha glass of

wine at Cantina Follie, a
charming and very local wine
bar excavated from the rock in
the heart of historic Tremezzo.

Most people don’l know
this aboul Lake Como,
but it’s next to Valtellina, a
beautiful valley that produces
some of the best Italian red
wines. For wine lovers, it’s
Italy’s best-kept secret.

For a greal souvenir.
skip the bulky stuffand
bringback silk. Como has
always been a world capital
for this. Pick up some of the






